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MARI NE CORPS COVBAT DEVELGPMENT COWAND ORDER 5800.5

From Commandi ng  Cener al
To: Distribution List

Subj : COURT- MARTI AL CONVENI NG  AUTHORI TY

Ref : (a) MCBO P5800.2
(b) Article 22(a), UCM
(c) JAANST 5800.7C (JAGVAN), Section 0120
(d) MCO P1900.16E ( MARCORSEPMAN)

1. Pur pose. To prescribe policy and guidance for convening of
courts-martial for MXCDC commands and other commands aboard or
provided |egal services by MZB, Qantico, VA

2. Cancellation. Paragraph 3a of reference (a) is cancelled. Al
other provisions of reference (a) remain in effect.

3. Summary of Revision. This Oder provides expanded clarifi-
cation of court-martial convening authority for MXCDC, MB, and
tenant conmands. It contains a significant nunber of changes from
reference (a) and should be reviewed in its entirety.

4. Policy. Every GG neaning a general officer in command, or his
or her immediate tenporary successor, has the authority to convene
general courts-nmartial under references (b) and (c) and to approve
enlisted admnistrative separations under reference (d). However ,
except for nenbers of Training and Education Command, in order to
promote efficient and uniform actions, the CG MCB shall ordinarily
exercise general court-martial convening and discharge authority over
all personnel assigned to Headquarters and Service Battalion, MZB.

CG MB will simlarly act for all units assigned to MXCDC for |egal

process by directive, nenmorandum or other agreenent. These
currently include Headquarters Battalion, HQMC, Henderson Hall;
Marine Barracks, 8™ & |, Washington, DC Marine Support Battalion,

Fort Meade, M), Marine Aviation Detachnent, Patuxent River, M

Marine Helicopter Squadron One, Quantico, VA, Mrine Security Cuard
Battalion, Quantico, VA, and Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory,
Quantico, VA The CG Training Command and the CG Education Command
will ordinarily exercise general court-martial convening and
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di scharge authority over nenbers of their comands unless personnel

are assigned to another convening authority by separate directive,
menor andum or other agreenent, such as those concerning the fornal

schools at Canp Lejeune, NC Canp Pendleton, CA, and MAGTF Training
Center, 29 Palnms, CA For all cases involving national security, CG
MCCDC shall exercise general court-martial authority.

5. Acti on

a. Activity heads will conply with the policy and guidance
contained in this Oder.

b. Staff Judge Advocate shall initiate and nonitor efforts to
ensure all assignments of convening authority to Quantico conmands
conform to the policy and guidance contained in this order.

c. Conptroller shall ensure all Mnoranda of Agreenment and
Intraservice Support Agreenents reference this Oder in any terns

describing the provision of Ilegal services involving courts-martial
and admnistrative separations.
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